
Strengthening Families Act Taskforce Stakeholder Listing 
 

Updated 4/8/2016 

Member Name Organization 

Payne Ackerman Youth Representative, Project Everlast 

Ron Ahrens Director of Residential Programs, Omaha Home for Boys 

Crystal Aldmeyer Aftercare Supervisor, Nebraska Families Collaborative 

Jodi Allen Program Specialist, DHHS, Division of Children & Family Services 

Monika Anderson Legal Counsel, Nebraska Families Collaborative 

Kim Anderson Pregnancy Paranting, & Adoption Program Director, Nebraska Children’s Home Society 

Jodie Austin President, KVC Nebraska 

Erin Bader Director of Permanency and Well-Being Programs, Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska 

Theresa Barron-McKeagney Professor and Associate Dean, UNO, College of Public Affairs and Community Service 

Donita Baxter , Healthy Families Project 

Marti Beard Director of Service Delivery, CEDARS 

Jim Bennett Director Of Juvenile Placement, Administrative Office of Probation, Juvenile Services Division 

Raevin Bigelow Youth Advocate, Project Everlast 

Cassy Blakely Assistant VP of Youth Policy, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 

Michelle Borg ESIS Coordinator, Nebraska Department of Education 
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Cheryll Brachle Adoptive Parent,  

Ofelia Brachle Adoptive Daughter and Former Youth in Foster Care,  

Amoreena Brady Juvenile Justice Specialist, Administrative Office of Probation, Case Management and Services 

Deanna Brakhage Program Specialist, Bridge to Independence, DHHS, Division of Children and Family Services 

Ashley Brown Program Director, KVC Nebraska 

Becca Brune Child Welfare Program Associate, Nebraska Appleseed 

Nathan Busch Protection & Safety Policy Section Administrator, DHHS 

Chris Costantakos Private Attorney, Chris Costantakos Attorney at Law 

Cindy Cox Foster Care Recruiter and Training, Native Families for Native Children 

Jude Dean Foster Parent, CEDARS 

Margaret Donovan CEO, Epworth Village 

Jason Feldhaus Associate Vice President, Project Everlast 

Sarah Forrest Assistant Inspector General, Office of Inspector General of Nebraska Child Welfare 

Pat Frost Education Specialist II, Nebraska Department of Education 

Mary Furnas Program Administrator, Foster Care Review Office 
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Sherri Haber Administrator, DHHS, Division of Children and Family Services 

Jayden Alex Ryder Hargan Young Adult Representative,  

Mary Ann Harvey Project Specialist, Nebraska Court Improvement Project 

Kim Hawekotte Executive Director, Foster Care Review Office 

Sarah Helvey Program Director / Staff Attorney – Child Welfare Program, Nebraska Appleseed 

Jessica Hilderbrand Project Everlast Special Projects Coordinator, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 

Doug Jamison Foster Care Supervisor, Christian Heritage Foster Care Program, Southeast Service Area 

Augusta Kamara UNL Student - Former Youth in Foster Care,  

Julie Kindler Program Development Manager, Administrative Office of Probation 

Chris Klingenberg Senior Executive Director, Northeast YMCA 

Melissa Lamkin Manager, Better Living Counseling, Inc. 

Michele Lueders Juvenile Intake & Detention Alternatives Specialist, Administrative Office of Probation, Juvenile Services 
Division 

Meghan Malik Trafficking Response Coordinator, Women's Fund of Omaha 

Mark Mason Juvenile Justice Programs Specialist-Juvenile Re-Entry, Administrative Office of Probation 

Tom McBride Executive Director, Nebraska Juvenile Justice Association 
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Laura McCormick Executive Director, Nebraska Sunshine Project 

Robert McEwen Staff Attorney – Child Welfare Program, Nebraska Appleseed 

Katie McLeese Stephenson Project Director, Nebraska Court Improvement Project 

Michelle Moline Foster Care Program Director, Nebraska Children’s Home Society 

Jerall Moreland Assistant Ombudsman, Ombudsman's Office 

Felicia Nelsen Executive Director, Nebraska Foster and Adoptive Parent Association 

Ronda Newman Associate Vice President, Project Everlast, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 

Abby Osborn Private Attorney, Shiffermiller Law Office, P.C, L.L.O. 

Dr. Teri Ourada Principal, Don D. Sherrill Education Center 

Mary Jo Pankoke President, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 

Alana Pearson Director of Youth Leadership, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 

Tracey Pearson Executive Director, Youth Care & Beyond, Inc 

Amy Peters Law Clerk, Nebraska Appleseed 

Julie (Hong) Pham , Ombudsman's Office 

Angela Pick Training Supervisor, Nebraska Families Collaborative 
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Adam Proctor Director of Clinical Care Services, Magellan Behavioral Health 

Brian Rader Director of Foster Care, Christian Heritage Foster Care Program 

Susan Reff Private Attorney, Hightower Reff law 

Amy Reynoldson , Magellan Behavioral Health of Nebraska 

Sara Riffel Project Director, Project Everlast 

Keri Rockwell Foster Parent, Native Homes for Native Children 

Jessica Ross Foster Care Supervisor, Nebraska Children’s Home Society 

Mickey Sampson Alumni Foster Youth/ B2I Coordinator, DHHS, Division of Children and Family Services 

Stacy Scholten Service Delivery Administrator, DHHS, Division of Children and Family Services 

Lisa Schulze Training & Education Coordinator Adolescent Health Project, Woman's Fund of Omaha 

Ari Sebastian Young Adult Representative,  

Claire Shannon Child Care/Services Inspection Specialist, DHHS, Division of Public Health 

Jennifer Skala Senior Vice President of Community Impact, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 

Gail Steen Private Attorney, Steen Law Office 

Lisa Story Foster Parent, Foster Parent Representative - Rural Nebraska 
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Juliet Summers Policy Coordinator for Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice, Voices for Children in Nebraska 

Sandy Thompson Executive Director, Family Inspiring Families 

Julia Tse Child Welfare Policy Associate, Voices for Children in Nebraska 

Deb VanDyke-Ries Project Specialist, Nebraska Court Improvement Project 

Lana Verbrigghe Director of Child Welfare Services, Child Saving Institute 

Betsy Vidlak Youth Program Director, Community Action Partnership of Western Nebraska 

Tauni Waddington Executive Director, WICS Home for Girls 

Aaron Weaver Youth Alumni,  

Azar Webb Youth Alumni,  

Michaela Young Service Director, CEDARS 

 


